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informing as a nice sense of what was due to their position in life allowed 
them to be. They are garrulous — but not like Pepys. Pepys, one sup- 
poses, might nowadays be described as what is popularly called a "low- 
brow " ; the Berrys, on the contrary, and Mrs. Darner — especially Mrs. 
Darner — ^are quite painfully " high-brow " — the latter term connoting, it 
may be supposed, something of the affectation of learning. Mrs. Damer 
is endlessly guilty of the present much-berated fault of using a French 
word where an English word would do as well (the heinousness of this 
crime was not widely appreciated in the early eighteen-hundreds), and, 
what is worse, she is for ever dragging in Latin quotations by the hair of 
their heads — ^not sparing even the venerable Forsan haec olim meminisse 
juvabit. 

All three ladies continually protest their undying affection for one an- 
other, and they squander a vast deal of paper and ink in proving to their 
mutual satisfaction how exactly right and consonant with the highest 
ideals of ladyhood and good sense are their opinions upon largely rather 
trivial matters. Eeally, they run on at a terrible rate. One section of the 
book is devoted to Mary Berry's love-affair with General O'Hara — the 
same who figures in all text-books of American history as the officer by 
whom Cornwallis sent his sword to Washington at Yorktown. They were 
betrothed, it seems; but they never married — largely, we gather, on Wal- 
pole's account: a circumstance which seems to imply a rather weak sup- 
posal of the soldier's worth, or a serious lack somewhere. The affair is not 
heart -warming. Indeed, if the letters are interesting at all, it is for the 
same reason that they are rather unattractive : namely, that they are staiaed 
so deeply with the spirit of society in the late eighteenth and early nine- 
teenth centuries. 

Much of the gossip in the book reminds one somewhat of the language 
attributed (no doubt falsely) to the Knave of Hearts: 

" My notion was that you had been 
(Before she had this fit) 
An obstacle that came between 
Him, and ourselves, and it." 

" Is the right word," we ask, somewhat puzzled, " ' important ' or * un- 
important 'f The ladies are bowed on to the stage by Walpole, and bowed 
off, with perfect grace, by Thackeray. All "the between" is rather bar- 
ren; though there is mention of contemporary notables on nearly every 
page of the letters, and the close student of the period will doubtless find 
something to ponder in them. 



Famous Wak Correspondents. By F. Lauriston Btjllabd. Boston: 
Ldttle, Brown & Company, 1914. 

The war correspondents are men one likes to know something about; 
they are in many cases men of parts, men of resource, too, whose delight- 
ful and dangerous business it is to be where the most excitement and 
danger are to be found. Mr. BuUard, in his workmanlike book, Famous 
War Correspondents, gives substantial and often picturesquely interesting 
accounts of the best known "specials," from William Howard Russell to 
Richard Harding Davis. The volume seems specially good reading for the 
young man interested in newspaper work or for the student in a school of 
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journalism; for, besides being interesting, it gives some insight into the 
methods and personal efficiency of the men who give the world timely news 
of great battles, and incidentally it adequately emphasizes the dignity of 
the profession. 

Mr. BuUard makes a real contribution to the history of his subject by 
calling attention to the fact that the art of war correspondence, in any- 
thing like its modem form, was first practised and developed by the men 
who reported the war of 1846 and 1847 between the United States and 
Mexico. These American newspaper men who rode with Winfield Scott 
and Zachary Taylor had to do their work under exacting conditions; they 
displayed as much enterprise in getting and sending the news as have the 
men of a later day; and they antedated Russell, who is commonly looked 
upon as the inventor of war correspondence. Before them, and him, there 
had been Henry Crabbe Robinson, who called forth the protests of the 
Duke of Wellington by his reports of military operations in the Penin- 
sula in 1807 and 1808, and Charles Lewis Gruneisen, who in 1837 was sent 
by the Morning Post to watch the Carlist campaign. But Crabbe Robin- 
son thought it no part of his duty to see a battle, and though Gruneisen 
did see fighting he had none of that competition to contend with which 
strains the nerve and taxes the brain of the modern war-reporter. 

To the general reader the book comes not amiss, for the narrative not 
only acquaints us with interesting personalities, but brings certain his- 
toric occasions somewhat vividly before us. To follow the war correspon- 
dent in the field is a pleasant way, so far as it goes, of reading history. "We 
learn how Russell, despite hostility, published his accounts of abuses and 
sufferings in the Crimea, and how he saw the charges of both the light Bri- 
gade and the Heavy Brigade at Balaclava ; how Archibald Forbes witnessed 
the meeting of Bismarck and Napoleon III., and how he entered beleaguered 
Paris; of the strange ride of Januarius Aloysius MacGahan through Cen- 
tral Asia to Khiva in pursuit of a Russian column, and of how the same 
man came to be called the Liberator of Bulgaria. We read about Frederick 
Villiers, who used to draw pictures on a little pad while bullets spattered 
around him; about picturesque Edward O'Donovan, Bennett Burleigh, the 
five Vizetellys, adventurous Winston Spencer Churchill, Creelman, who 
led a bayonet charge at El Caney; Richard Harding Davis, and the shy, 
enigmatic Stephen Crane, who was described by Davis as the coolest man, 
whether officer or civilian, whom he saw under fire at any time during the 
Spanish War. 

The book is a storehouse of the kind of truth that is more strange and 
vivid than is most fiction. It is written, if one may say it without dis- 
respect to a noble profession, in a somewhat "journalistic" way: facts of 
biography or history, dates and details, beckon our attention hither and 
thither, while outlines are sometimes blurred. Nor are all the extracts the 
author takes from the writings of famous correspondents always very read- 
able, now that their substance is no longer news. But the book itself is 
readable, as a whole, and worth reading. 



With Poor Immigrants to America. By Stephen Graham. New 
York; The Macmillan Company, 1914. 

Much as one likes Mr. Graham's style and his way of getting at the less 
obvious truths of things, one cannot but feel somewhat disappointed in 



